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COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1954 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SuscoMMItree To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OTHER INTERNAL SECUR Ty LAws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRE JUDICIARY, 


Washington, D.C. 


The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to call, in room 313, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Herman Welker presiding. 

Present: Senator Welker. 

Also present: Richard Arens, special counsel; Frank W. Schroeder 
and Edward R. Duffy, professional staff members. 

Senator WeLKeR. The meeting will come to order. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before the com- 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. Cvetic. I do. 

Senator Weiker. Will you state your name, residence, and oceupa- 
tion ? 

TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW CVETIC 


Mr. Cveric. Matthew Cvetic, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
lecturer and author, 

Senator WeLker. How long have you been so engaged ? 

Mr. Cvetic. For the past 41% years. 

Senator Wevker. I will now turn you over to the committee counsel, 
Mr. Arens, 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, this session constitutes a continuation of 
the work of a task force of the Internal Security Subcommittee, under 
the chairmanship of the Senator from Idaho, Mr. Welker, which is 
engaged in developing information on Communist-propaganda activi- 
ties, and we should like to ask you a series of questions on that line. 

First I should like to have you kindly give us a brief résumé of your 
background. 

Mr. Cvetic. Well, in 1939, I filed an application with Army Intelli- 
gence to do counterintelligence work. In the spring of 1941, possibly 
as a result of this application, I was contacted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and requested to infiltrate the Communist Party for 
the purpose of securing intelligence information for our Government. 
I acquiesced in this request in April of 1941, and actually joined the 
Communist Party in February of 1943. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you kindly trace briefly the various posts 
you held in the Communist Party and give us a thumbnail sketch of 
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your principal activities while an undercover agent for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in the Communist Party ¢ 

Senator WeLtkrr. May I interrupt you, Counsel ? 

Mr. Cvetic, will you tell the committee again how you joined the 
party. where, and just what procedure | you used in getting into the 
party ¢ 

Mr. Cvetic. Well, after I was instructed to infiltrate the Communist 
Party for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I made contact with 
known Communists who were employed at the United States E mploy- 
ment Service in Pittsburgh, Pa., where I was employed as a placement 
interviewer. Four of these members of the C gmmunist Party were 
a Dorothy Slome, who was one of my stenographers, a Polly Roth, 
a Sidney Horowitz. who is now deceased, a Barne ry Sc -hmidt, who is 
now employed by the water department of the city of Pittsburgh, 
and several others. 

By simulating agreement with these Communists in the United 
States Employment Office that the Soviet Union was a force of de- 
mocracy, and agreeing with them that the United States Government 
was imperialistic and aggressive and warmaking, I became a close 
friend of these Commies. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, that was a feigned agreement? 

Mr. Cveric. That is right. I was simulating an interest in the Com- 
munist position with regard to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. Solely at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, in order to serve your country. Is that correct? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is correct. 

And then when I feigned interest in the Communist Party and its 
activities, the Communist Party started sending their agents to me. 
I was a placement interviewer, and the Communist Party started 
sending their agents to me to put them into basic industries and into 
Government employment. I recall that very vividly, too, because at 
that time, Senator, if you will recall, we had a man in the Manhattan 
Project, and the Communists were very interested in getting their 
members into this project. Later information developed that this 
was the atomic-bomb project. 

And, too, we talked about espionage. Another way I gained favor 
with the Communists was that they asked me to remove certain con- 
fidential documents from the files of the United States Employment 
Service, that had information with regard to Pittsburgh industries. 
Well, after checking with the FBI on certain information, we changed 
certain figures, and I did turn some information over to the Com- 
munist Party, which I found out later was related to the Soviet 
Union. 

In this manner, I gained the confidence of the Communist Party, 
and then on Lincoln’s Birthday in 1943, at Fifth Avenue High School 
in Pittsburgh, I was recruited into the Communist Party, my applica- 
tion for membership having been signed by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, 
a member of the national committee of the Communist Party, who 
has since been convicted of conspiring to overthrow the United States 
Government by force and violence. 

Mr. Arens. Now, will you kindly tell us the various posts you held 
in the Communist Party while you were an undercover agent for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation? 
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Mr. Cvertc. Yes. After I was recruited into the Communist Party, 
I was assigned to the professional branch of the Communist Party, 
where my cocomrades, as we called each other, were party members 
from the Government employment, from various professions, from 
the scientific field, from education, Communists who posed as clergy- 
men, doctors, dentists, and so forth. 

Later, in May of 1944, I was transferred into the nationality com- 
mission of the Communist Party, and this commission was composed 
of Soviet agents from the various countries. 

In August of 1945 I was put on the organizational, educational, 
and finance committee of the Communist Party of western Pennsyl- 
vania, and in the fall of the same year I was made an organizer for 
the Lawrenceville section of Pittsburgh, and there my principal 
activities were infiltrating the Crucible Steel Co. for the Communist 
Party. 

With regard to front activities of the Communist Party, I was 
assigned by the Communist Party to open a Communist-front office 
at 1005 Berger Building, in Pittsburgh, Pa., and there at various 
times I helped to direct the activities of the major Communist fronts 
in the Pittsburgh area. Of these, the most important from the Com- 
munist viewpoint were the Civil Rights Congress, the legal arm of 
the Communist Party, the American Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born, another legal arm of the Communist Party, the Ameri- 
can-Slav Congress, which was a Communist-controlled Communist 
front working in Slavic groups. Then there was the Communist- 
controlled Progressive Party, which was directed right out of the 
Communist headquarters. There was the American-Soviet Friend- 
ship Council, the labor press committee of the Communist Party, and 
various other Communist fronts. 

Mr. Arens. Now, are there any other posts that you held in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, I was a member of the North Side Club of the 
Communist Party for a while. I was a member of the finance com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of western Pennsylvania. And then 
the Communist Party has various commissions which operate in par- 
ticular fields. I have already mentioned the nationality commission 
of the Communist Party. In addition to that, at various times I 
worked with the legal commission of the Communist Party. I worked 
with the political commission of the Communist Party. And I worked 
with the trade-union commission of the Communist Party. And the 
trade-union commission, of course, was broken down into various 
groups, composed of the various industries. For example, there was 
an electrical commission of the Communist Party, a coal commission 
of the Communist Party, a mining commission of the Communist 
Party, in which I was principally active, because these were basic 
industries, 

_Mr. Arens. Now would you kindly tell us when and under what 
circumstances you severed your relationships with the Commmunist 
Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. In February of 1950, I testified before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Washington, D. C., 
and there for the first time after 9 years, testified that I was an under- 
cover agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, since your severance of relationship with the 
Communist Party, have you been a witness yor the Justice Depart- 
ment of the United States Government in various trials in which 
Communists were the defendants ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us just a brief summary of some of 
the appearances which you have made on behalf of your Govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes, sir. I testified in a case for the Justice Depart- 
ment against Steve Nelson, alias Steve Mesarosh. 

Mr. Arens. He was convicted as a Communist agent? Is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Cveric. He was convicted of conspiring to overthrow the 
United States Government by force and violence. 

Senator Werxer. Under the Smith Act? 

Mr. Cvertc. The Smith Act. 

Senator Wetxer. He was convicted in July 1953 or something like 
that? 

Mr. Cvetic. I believe so. And I testified against James H. Dolsen, 
a former member of the Richard Sorge spy ring, a Moscow -trained 
NKVD agent, who was also convicted under the Smith Act. 

Senator Weixer. What do you mean by an NKVD agent? 

Mr. Cvetic. He was a member of the Soviet Secret Police. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, you have from time to time testified be- 
fore congressional committees looking into various phases of the Com- 
munist conspiracy. Thus far we have not had the pleasure of your 
appearance on this one phase of your work, namely, on Communist 

ropaganda. So I would like to ask you, first of all, if you will 
indy tell us what were the objectives of the Communist Party, 
particularly the political commission of the Communist Party, with 
which I understand you were associated. 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. The principal activities of the political com- 
mission of the Communist Party—and I presume the best thing I 
can do is to go into the base activities. 

Mr. Arens. You just proceed at your own pace. 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. The base activities of the political commission 
of the Communist Party were, one, to set up in the United States 
a coalition party which would be made up of the Communist Party 
and all progressive forces. 

Mr. Arens. What did the Communist Party mean by “progressive” 
forces? That word is subject to several interpretations. 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. I was going to explain the Communist in- 
terpretation of this. In Communist language, the progressive forces 
that they refer to are all non-Communists who are willing to work 
with the Communist Party. Now, we were directed, in a directive 
which was read to us in the Commmunist P arty headquarters, based 
on the Communist International of 1935, where all Communist Parties 
in the world were ordered to set up in the various countries—and 
this included the American Communist Party—a coalition party of 
Communists and Progressives, working together within this coalition 
to take over the Government, and then after this coalition would take 
over the Government, we were instructed that the Communist Party 
would then liquidate the rest of the coalition and then we would take 
the Government over ourselves. 
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Mr. Arens. Now would youkindly proceed to tell us what were 
the steps which were taken by the C ommunist Party to consummate 
this objective? ; 

Mr. Cveric. May I first give you the second major point of our 
activities ? 

Mr. Arens. Please do. 

Mr. Cveric. The second major point was to infiltrate the two major 
parties in this country, the Republican and Democratic parties. And 
this was primarily done in order to infiltrate the political life of these 
two parties and also to help to infiltrate the Government here. 

Mr. Arens. Now, the whole objective of this program was political 
subversion, was it not, Mr. Cvetic/ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. So that the Communist Party could multiply its effec- 
tiveness in undertaking to affect the course of decisions made by vari- 
ous units of the Government. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. The base objective was to carry on these two 
objectives with the primary purpose of by subversion gaining control 
of the United States Government. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you proceed at your own pace to tell us 
the steps which were taken to consummate this objective ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. The primary steps which were taken during the 
years after 1945 to consummate this objective—and this was as early 
as the last part of 1945, in a report which was given by William Z. 
Foster, the then national chairman of the Communist Party, in which 
he stressed that one of the big objectives of the Communist Party is 
the setting up of a coalition party in the United States. 

As a result of this report by William Z. Foster, the Communist 
Party went into high gear with a propaganda and agitational cam- 
paign to set up such a coalition party. 

Mr. Arens. May we time it? Now, when was this, please? 

Mr. Cveric. The first knowledge that I had of this was in the latter 
part of 1945, and to the best of my recollection, December of that year. 
And as a result of this report of William Z. Foster, subsequently an 
organization known as the Progressive Party of the United States 
was organized on a national basis. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, I would not remember the exact year. It 
may have been as early as 1946, but I believe it may have been the 
latter part of 1946. I do know that we didn’t go into high gear until 
some time in 1947, 

Mr. Arens. I want to be clear on this. I am not quite certain in my 
own mind. Is it your testimony that the Communist Party actually 
was the instigator, organizer, and foster parent of the Progressive 
Party? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, the best way I can answer that question is 
this: I was a member of the organizational committee of the Commu- 
nist Party, and as a member of this committee I was 1 of the 8 ranking 
members of the Communist Party for the western Pennsylvania dis- 
trict. The Progressive Party, which later you will recall, in the 1948 
campaign, had presidential candidates, was set up by the organiza- 
tional committee and also the political commission of ‘the Communist 
Party. I myself sat in dozens of meetings where we set up the Pro- 


49278°—54—pt. 2 














€4 COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 


gressive Party. For example, do you want to know of some of the 
activities ? 

The personnel that moved around within the framework of the 
Progressive Party in key positions were assigned out of the Com- 
munist Party office. 

Mr. Arens. Who were some of those personnel? Do you recall ? 

Mr. Cveric. First, I would like to make it clear that by no stretch 
of the imagination should I make it appear that everyone in the 
Progressive Party was a member of the Communist Party. I am 
talking about direction of this Communist organized, inspired, and 
directed apparatus. 

Mr. Arens. Just like a front, you mean, where it is controlled by 
the Communists, in which they have dupes? 

Mr. Cveric. That is right. In other words, it was controlled by 
planted, key Communist agents, who had absolute control of the 
Progressive Party. 

Mr. Arrns. How do you know that, Mr. Cvetic? That is a very 
serious assertion you are making there. 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. W ell, Mr. Arens, let me give you one illustra- 
tion. The organizational committee and the political commission of 
the Communist Party would meet in Communist Party headquarters, 
where Communist Party organizers for the district would meet with 
us and give us instructions as to the policy to be followed in the 
Progressive Party. 

Then at Pittsburgh, we, in turn—and I was one of what we would 
call the go-betweens, between Progressive Party headquarters and the 
Communist Party office. And I would go to a restaurant near the 
Progressive Party office. That was done in order to cover Communist 
Party direction. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did the leaders of the Progressive Party, the 
front leaders, actually know they were in contact “with Communists? 

Mr. Cveric. I was getting to that, Mr. Arens. I would meet with 
the chairman and the secretary and the office personnel of the Progres- 
sive Party in a restaurant on Seventh Avenue in Pittsburgh to relay 
these Communist Party instructions to them. And this was done 
so that they would not go to Communist Party headquarters and be 
observed, as this would give away their Communist Party connections. 

Mr. Arens. Did the front leaders of the Progressive Party accept 
the discipline of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Absolutely. Yes, sir. I would give them their in- 
structions at this Seventh Avenue restaurant, where I was acting only 
as a courier to relay instructions, and they in turn would carry * them 
to the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Arens. And who gave you your instructions? 

Mr. Cveric. My instructions I received from Roy Hudson. 

Mr. Arens. And who is he? 

Mr. Cveric, Organizer of the Communist Party. And Steve Nel- 
son, who I ae here before. We placed Roy Hudson in the 
latter part of 19: 

Senator Werker. May I interrupt at this point? Mr. Cvetic, Mr. 
Steve Nelson is known to you and to those of us who have been inves- 
tigating communism as one of the most vicious espionage agents 
and Communists that this Nation ever knew. Is that correct? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is correct, Senator. 
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Senator Werxer. And he was intimately involved in the Robert 
Oppenheimer disclosures in the atomic energy field, which resulted 
in Mr. Oppenheimer being deprived of his right to have access to 
secret information in the Atomic Energy Commission. 

Mr. Cveric. That is correct. 

Senator Wetxer. And he was also, as I understand it, as my mem- 
ory recalls, a graduate of the Lenin School in Moscow, which was a 
school for what purpose ? 

Mr. Cveric. Espionage and sabotage. 

Senator Werxker. Dedicated to the overthrow of this country by 
violence, by intrigue, by bombing, by poisoning, by any manner or 
means possible; is that a correct assumption ? 

Mr. Cveric. That is absolutely correct. 

Senator Wriker. And the Steve Nelson that you are testifying 
about is the same Steve Nelson who was convicted !n Pittsburgh Fed- 
eral court, I believe in July of last year, 1953 ? 

Mr. Cveric. Senator, that is correct. I know the Steve Nelson 
very well. I worked with him in the Communist Party 5 years. And 
since you mention the atomic bomb, I would like to give you Steve 
Nelson’s observations in September of 1949, I believe it was. At any 
rate, his observations et the time that the newspapers carried the head- 
line that the Soviet Union had exploded some kind of an atomic 
bomb—I met with Steve Nelson, and he was so jubilant, as if he had 
just had a personal triumph. I remember his remarks only too 
vividly. Speaking for the Soviet Union, he said: 

We have the atom bomb now, and the enemy [the United States] won't be 
in such a God damn hurry to start a war now, 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, who determined what would be the plat- 
form and open policies of the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, these instructions came in the form of di- 
rectives from the national office of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Now, do you know that asa fact ? 

Mr. Cveric. I know that as an absolute fact. 

Mr. Arens. And you are testifying under oath here? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You realize that? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who determined the persons who would be the candi- 
dates of the Progressive Party? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, I attended meetings in Communist Party 
headquarters, where we discussed candidates who would be put up 
for office in the Progressive Party. And the final determining factor 
of who the candidates would be was decided right in the headquarters 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Upon what basis did the party make its determina- 
tion as to what individuals would be their candidates, would be the 
candidates of the Progressive Party? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, I can speak for the local district of western 
Pennsylvania. Candidates were selected there on two basis. First, 
we selected members of the Communist Party who could be used to 
front in the Progressive Party; and then others who were used locally, 
too, were those who would work with the Communist Party, On the 
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national level—now, this decision, of course, was not made in the dis- 
trict of western Pennsylvania, but we discussed in all cases where a 
major task wes undertaken by the Kremlin under the national office 
of the Commurist Party, and then through its districts, national can- 
didates that would be acceptable to the Communist Party. 

I recall very vividly sitting in several meetings in Communist 
Party headquarters, for example, where the names of Henry A. Wal- 
lace, who was a presidential candidate, and Glen Taylor, who was a 
vice president ial candidate—— 

Mr. Arens. Are you asserting that these were members of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Oh, no, sir. They were discussing who the Communist 
Party would support. And I recall why the decision to support 
Henry Wallace and Glen Taylor was made. ‘That was because they 
were two men who were willing to work with the Communist Party 
in this coalition party. 

Mr. Arens. Were they subservient to the will of the Communist 
Party in the Progressive Party front ? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, Mr. Arens, I met both Mr. Wallace and Mr. 
Taylor subsequent to the formation of the Progressive Party, during 
the campaign in 1948. 

Mr. Arens. And did you identify yourself or make yourself known 
to them as a Communist leader ? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. I was known as a Communist leader, and I was 
also known as a leader in the Communist movement in the Slavic 
groups around Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us in detail now of these meetings and 
what transpired ? 

Mr, Cveric. For example, my p rincipal assignment there was as 
a functionary of the Communist Party. Now, of course, I recall one 
meeting that I had with Henry W allace, the ‘presidential candidate, 
and Beany Baldwin, campaign director for the Progressive Party, 
where we met in the Schenley Hotel. 

Mr. Arens. In what eats 

Mr. Cvetic. In Pittsburgh, Pa., where we discussed for 3 or 4 hours 
the participation of an org yanization known as the American-Slav 
Congress in the Progressive Party ¢: ampaign. 

Mr. Arens. The American-Slav Congress had prior to the time 
of the meeting been repeatedly exposed as a Communist front, had 
it not ¢ 

Mr. Cverric. Yes, sir. As a matter of fact, it was repeatedly ex- 
posed by congressional committees and also by the local press and 
by the national press as a Communist- controlled front. As a matter 
of fact, its national executive secretary, George Pirinsky, was also 
exposed as a Moscow-trained agent. And we were there for the pur- 
pose of discussing how many votes we could get from this Slavic 
group through our control of this organization. “And Henry Wallace 
was principally interested in raising this question. And especially 
the question came up of the Communist vote, and I recall this very 
well. And I recall Henry Wallace making this statement, that “W 6 
want the support of the Communists and anybody who is for us.’ 

Later in the course of the campaign, or it could have been earlier— 
I am not trying to set a time, because I met Glen T aylor on one or 
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two occasions. But I recall an oceasion at the Webster Hall Hotel, 
in Pittsburgh, Pa. That particular time, I recall vividly. And I will 
tell you why I recall it. Because standing there as an American, if 
I may give an opinion of how I felt, st anding there working as an 
undercover agent in the Communist Party, I felt, Mr. Arens, “that it 
was an American tragedy to see a man like Taylor cooperating with 
the Communist Party. I felt so badly about this. 

Senator Wetxer. You felt so badly? Or Senator Taylor did? 

Mr. Cveric. I felt so bad. It was to me a tragedy that a man would 
give aid and comfort to a conspiracy that he knew had only one ulti- 
mate objective, and that was the destruction of the United States 
Government. 

Mr. Arens. How do you say he gave aid and comfort to the Com- 
munist Party? 

Senator We.ker. Just let me interrupt at this point, Mr. Cvetic. 
Senator Glen Taylor is now engaged in a political campaign in my 
State. And I want you to be very careful with respect to your facts, 
realizing that you are sworn under oath, and that if any of your 
statements or allegations are found to be untrue, I shall be one of the 
first to insist upon a prosecution of you for the crime of perjury. I 
want to be eminently fair with Henry A. Wallace and with Senator 
Glen H. Taylor. However, I do want the facts. But I want the 
facts so that they will not bet i impeached, and they will convey to the 
people that this congressional committee represents the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

With that admonition, are you ready to proceed? 

Mr. Cvrric. Yes, Senator; and may I say that I am cognizant of 
the importance of this testimony. I know that I am here under oath 
answerable to my God and to my Nation here, and I certainly am 
only here to help our Nation to preserve its integrity and its freedom. 
And the reason I felt as I did at that time was because I heard Senator 
Taylor say in his campaign talk that he wants the support of the 
Communist Party or anyone who is for them. 

Mr. Arens. Now, when you met with Senator Taylor and with 
Henry Wallace, did’ you give unto them the policies, the objectives, of 
the Communist Party, to be enunciated by them in their program ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. No, sir. That was not a part of my task. 

Mr. Arens. Who did that, if anyone? Did anyone do that? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. I don’t recall who had the final decision of 
presenting the resolutions which were prepared in Communist Party 
headquarters, but I do recall sitting in on meetings where we disc ussed 
various resolutions that the Communist Party was presenting, in the 
Communist Party, and I recall, too, that the final adoption of these 
resolutions was as we discussed them in Communist Party head- 
quarters. 

Mr. Arens. Why did the Communist Party select Henry Wallace 
and Glen Taylor as their two principal candidates for the national 
ticket of the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, here I am giving only my conclusions as to 
what was discussed in Communist Party he: vdquarters, because both 
Henry Wallace and Senator Taylor had voiced their willingness to 
work with the Communist Party, 
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Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party feel that Henry Wallace 
and Glen Taylor would be subservient to the will of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr, Cveric. Well, that plus the fact that they were interested in 
control, and the party felt that both Henry Wallace and Glen Tay- 
lor would be good spokesmen for the Progressive Party. You and I, 
I guess, woul J call them good figureheads. 

‘Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party feel that the candidates, 
Henry Wallace and Glen Taylor, if elected, would follow the Com- 
munist Party program ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. It was on that basis that the Communist 
Party decided to support Henry Wallace and and Glen Taylor. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may we revert to this proposition of Henry Wal- 
lace and Glenn Taylor accepting the Communist Party support? 
Did Henry Wallace and Glen Taylor know of the Communist Party 
infiltration and control of the Progressive Party and of the fact that 
they were in company with Communists ¢ 

Mr. Cveric, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And what makes you reach that conclusion, or what 
makes you make that assertion ? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, on two bases. First, that the Communist par- 
ticipation, direction, and control of the Communist Party was known 
to anyone who was working within the framework of the Progressive 
Party. That is one. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Cveric. Because the Communist Party participated in the 
Progressive Party as a part of it, as an open part of the Progressive 
Party. The national party of the Communist Party participated i in 
the Progressive Party with the full knowledge of anybody who par- 
tic ipated in it. In other words, this participation of the party was 
not hidden. 

Mr. Arens. Was the participation of the Communist Party an 
open activity by the Communist Party as an integral part of the 
Progressive Party 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And that was known to the candidates for the Progres- 
sive Party? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. And my second point is based on statements 
by both Senator Taylor and Mr. Wallace that they were willing to 
accept the support of the Communist Party and work with the Com- 
munist Party—statements which I pornanelly heard them make. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Wallace and Mr. Taylor, in these conferences, 
actually solicit the support of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Very much so. 

Mr. Arens. Did Henry Wallace and Glen Taylor assert in these 
private conferences that they would work with the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And cooperate with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir; and accept the support of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party participate in financing the 
activities and program of the Progressive Party ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir; and may I elaborate? 

Mr. Arens. Please do. 
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Mr. Cvetic. As a member of the finance committee of the Com- 
munist Party, I sat in for about a year on the organizational phases 
of raising funds for the Progressive Party and the fund-raising 
activities for the Progressive Party. I speak only for the western 
Pennsylvania district, on the one hi and, where the fund-raising facets 
of the Progressive Party were organized and directed right out of the 
Communist Party headquarters in Pittsburgh. And, too, when we 
had on 2 or 3 occasions meetings in Pittsburgh, Pa., at which Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor spoke, the fund-raising activities and the 
ticket-sales activities in connection with these meetings were directed 
right out of the headquarters of the Communist Party. I know this, 
because I sat in on the directional phases of these activities. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, by what devices did the Communist Party 
enlist support for the candidates of the Progressive Party, Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor ? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, first we would discuss the entire activity in Com- 
munist Party headquarters. The next point that would be discussed 
was the carrying out of these objectives in the Progressive Party. 
We were then instructed to take these directives into the various Com- 
munist Party branches and clubs; next into the various Communist- 
front organizations; and then third, into the Communist-controlled 
unions. The entire program that the Communist Party was putting 
forth with the Progressive Party was discussed in every Communist 
Party branch. And next, as a part of my job, and as a member of 
the national committee of the American Slav Congress, I took the 
program of the Communist Party with relationship to the Progressive 
Party into the American Slav Congress. And then, as a member of 
the trade union commission of the Communist Party, where I partici- 
pated in district meetings, the program was taken into the Commu- 
nist-controlled unions at that time, and these were the United Elec- 
trical Workers, which was expelled by the CIO, the Mine, Mill, and 
Smelter Workers Union, and another part of my job was to take this 
Communist Party directive with relation to the Progressive Party to 
the coal-mine operators working in the western Pennsylvania district, 
and specifically in 1947 or 1948, or both years, under the direction 
of Roy Hudson, I even secured quarters in the Fort Pitt Hotel in 
P ittsburgh, where the mine, mill, and smelter workers commission of 
the Communist Party held a weekend conference. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Cvetic, the Progressive Party, as I recall, 
had a platform of benevolence and of peace and of plenty. Can you 
tell us whether or not the ostensible open platform of the Progressive 
Party was the real platform of the Communist Party? Or was it a 
facade behind which the Communists were operating? 

Mr. Cverric. Sir, this so-called peace objective that was injected 
into the Progressive Party by the Communist Party was just plain 
camouflage. The real objective of the Progressive Party, as I previ- 
ously testified, was based on the 1935 decisions of the Communist In- 
ternational, to set up a coalition party in the United States, a coalition 
party of Communists and all Progressives. And Progressives, in 
Communist language, are those who are willing to work with the Com- 
munist Party. 

And then, to form this coalition party. The Progressive Party, 
which was so organized and directed, was a coalition party. The next 
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party objective was that if successful in taking over the Government 
as a coalition party, the Communists’ next objective was to liquidate 
the non-Communist section of the coalition, and then to take over the 
Government themselves. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, is it safe for me and for the American publie 
to assume that since the Progressive Party was not successful at the 
polls, the Communist Party and its political activities are negligible 
now?’ We can just ignore them? Or, on the other hand, is there 
something to be concerned about ? 

Mr. Cveric. On the contrary, Mr. Arens, the so-called peaceful 
coexistence line of the Communist Party, which is the present line of 
the Communist International, is nothing but a rehash of what they 
had in World War II. In other words, because of Communist ex- 
pediency at that time, after Hitler attacked his Fascist ally, Stalin, 
they started talking about peaceful cooperation, 

Mr. Arens. Are they now engaged in Communist activity through 
their political fronts and organizations? 

Mr. Cveric. As a matter of fact, it is their main activity. That is 
why I mentioned this peaceful coexistence line. That is to dupe the 
American public into a false sense of security. And the major reason 
for this is to establish closer trade ties for Soviet Russia and Red 
China as forces of peace. And the reason I mention this, Mr. Arens, 
is that in 1949 one of the last meetings that I attended of the Com- 
munist Party, Steve Nelson, this Moscow-trained atomic espionage 
agent, made a report after China was betrayed to communism. And 
I stress this very much, because I know the basis of this peaceful 
coexistence line is the need of the Communists for our trade. 

Steve Nelson stated in a Kremlin directive: 

Our next task for Red China: Comrades, we must get all the help in the way 
of machinery, equipment, and supplies from the enemy [meaning the United 
States] for our new Communist government in China. Because this help, com- 
rades, will hasten the day of Communist revolution in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. How are the Communists internally a political factor 
now? How do they operate? 

Mr. Cveric. Now they operate by infiltrating the two major politi- 
cal parties. In certain sections they still have a Progressive Party 
operating. Their principal front today—and in some cities it is being 
used as the actual headquarters of the Communist Party—is the Civil 
Rights Congress, whose national executive secretary is one Bill Pat- 
terson. I believe he was arrested for deportation by the Justice 
Department. And Bill Patterson is a Communist agent. I worked 
with him. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Communist Party still working on behalf of 
candidates who they feel they could control or influence ? 

Mr. Cvetic. Very much so. 

Mr. Arens. How are they at the present time undertaking to 
support candidates whom they feel they can control or influence ? 

Mr. Cveric. At the present time anyone who accepts this peaceful 
coexistence line with Soviet Russia, anybody who vacillates enough 
to talk about establishing trade with Red China, and anyone who talks 
about recognizing China, or that eventually we have to put China in 
the United Nations—rest assured that that is a friend of the Com- 
munist Party, someone that they are very glad to support. 
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Mr. Arens. By what devices are they supporting them ? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, through their Communist-front apparatuses and 
through their controlled unions. For example, in the western Penn- 
sylvania area and Chicago it would be through the United Electrical 
Workers, which they control. Out in the Rocky Mountain States, 
primarily, it would be the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers Union. 
And through all of their front apparatuses, like the Civil Rights 
Congress, the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign 
Gorn, and the various phony Communist-directed peace fronts. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, you just mentioned the Mine, Mill, and 
Smelter Workers. The Internal Security Subcommittee several years 
ago had extensive hearings in which it was shown overwhelmingly 
that the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers in the West is controlled, 
lock, stock, and barrel, by the Communist Party. To what extent is the 
Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers now engaged in political activity ? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, presently it is engaged as a propaganda arm of 
the Communist Party. I can testify to this as to my own knowledge, 
as to the absolute control of this group by the Communist Party. 
Because in 1947 and 1948 Roy Hudson, trade-union director of the 
Communist Party, was also district organizer of the Communist Party 
for western Pennsylvania. And I secured quarters in the Fort Pitt 
Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pa., for weekend conferences on 2 or 3 occasions, 
for only one purpose, and that was for the purpose of calling together 
the mine, mill, and smelter workers commission of the Communist 
Party, to get new orders and instructions from Roy Hudson, who was 
the trade-union director for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Armns. Mr. Cvetic, on the basis of your background and expe- 
rience with the hes art of the Communist apparatus in the United States, 
‘ind on the basis of your operations in setting up and promoting the 
Progressive Party of this country, could you express yourself as to 
whether or not it would be possible for a man in public life who is just 
merely a great liberal, a great humanitarian, to be supported by the 
Communist Party, and at the same time be anti-Communist ? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr. Arens, if he was anti-Communist, he certainly 
wouldn’t have the support of the Communist Party. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Cvetic, you have given us your testimony 
with respect to the Communist Party’s activities in the Progres ssive 
Party. Is it not a fact that the Communist Party actually has politi- 
cal candidates of its own running in the different jurisdictions of the 
United States? 

Mr. Cveric. Senator Welker, I know that it has had in the past. 
I don’t know what the present status of the Communist Party is. In 
the State of Pennsylvania, my home State, the party is illegal, and 
they cannot have condidates on the ballot there. Now, I cannot speak 
for the other 47 States. 

Senator Werxer. In some States, they permit the filing of avowed 
Communist Party candidates. How would you class those candi- 
dates? Would they be of the same line as the Progressive Party, as 
you heretofore related ? 

Mr. Cyeric. Well, if the candidates are advanced by the Communist 
Party, they would necessarily be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Since your break with the Communist Party, you have 
maintained a continuing interest in and study of the Communist 
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Party and are regarded as one of the outstanding experts in the 
United States, Mr. Cvetic. We all know that. 

Now I would like to ask you this question: How would you appr aise 
the political strength of the Communist Party in the United States 
at the ] resent time ? 

Mr. Cretec: On the basis of my study and observation, and with 
knowledge acquired of the methods of the Communist Party, who use 
techniques that are hard to observe, usually they have others do their 
work for them. 

Senator WeLker. What do you mean by that? 

Mr. Cveric. Well, a good example of this I would say would be this 
question that we raised with Senator McCarthy, if I may pose an 
observation here. May I, Senator. 

Senator WeLker. Very well. 

Mr. Cvetic. For example, back in 1950, at about the time I was 
making my exposé, Senator McCarthy was starting his, if you re- 
call it, crusade against the Communist conspiracy. Immedi: itely, the 
Daily Worker went into high gear coining the word “McCarthyism.” 
Today the Communist Party doesn’t have to use this word any more, 
because it seems to have been swallowed up by many non-Communists 
and tossed around quite liberally. 

What I am trying to say here, Senator, is that the Communists 
coin these phrases, and then oftentimes unsuspecting people, who 
may have an honest disagreement, start tossing these phrases around, 
and in effect they are just doing the work of the Communists, 

Some of the people here seem to lose sight of the fact that we live 
in a Nation where it is perfectly all right to disagree with the Presi- 
dent of the United States or with a Senator, or, as I often say off 
the platform, with Mr. Cvetic. Because we are that kind of a Nation. 
We are allowed to agree or disagree, and that is what we are fighting 
for. 

But when we go into this name calling and smear tactics, we are 
simply playing the Communist game. And this is what gives the 
Communist Party its strength, or political strength, as Louis Budenz 
testified. In other words, they stand in the background, and, through 
subversive methods, plant a secret Communist agent trying to turn 
one American against another. And we lose sight of the fact—and 
I am sure this is responsible very much for what is going on now— 
many people have lost sight of the fact that it is perfectly all right 
to disagree with Senator McCarthy or anyone else; that that is their 
inherent American right. But when we swallow this name calling, 
McCarthyism, and so on, this is simply playing the Communist game. 

Mr. Arens. How potent is the Communist Party in this Nation in 
its drive for political subversion ? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr, Arens, let me answer the question this way. I 
think it is potent. I think it is very potent. I think it is a danger. 
Of course, I say this only as a citizen. As long as I see billions of 
dollars given to nations who are giving aid and comfort to the 
enemy—it is very potent. We are not doing anything about it. And 
the American public is sn’t aroused, Committees, for example, such 
as this committee, that is trying to expose communism, many non- 
Communists try to smear. 
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Mr. Arens. How zealously are the Communists and the Communist 
fronters working right now, this day, for the political objectives of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cvetic. I think more so now than ever. And for this reason. 
If they reach their present objective—and I am not a scaremonger; 
I learned that term in the Communist Party—more than ever Mr. 
Arens, if they reach their present objective. And their present objec- 
tive is recognition of a China, trade with Red China, and Com- 
munist Russia. If we reach that objective, if we have an armed 
attack launched against us, then God help us. 

Mr. Arens. How assiduously are the Communists and Communist 
fronters working right now for the election of people they think they 
can control or who would be sympathetic to the Communist line or 
who would be duped into following the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Cveric. Mr, Arens, some documents which just came into my 
possession about 3 or 4 weeks ago show that the Communist Party 
has gone into high gear trying to support and elect those candidates 
that ‘they think will be favorable to the Communist program. 

Mr. Arens. How do the hard core members of the Communist 
Party actually achieve their objectives of political subversion ? 

Mr. Cveric. This is principally done with the aid of the so-called 
leftwingers, dupes, and intellectual morons, who can overlook 30,000 
American dead in Korea, who can overlook a Communist conspiracy 
that is plotting the destruction of the United States Government, plan- 
ning to liquidate a large percentage of our population, and planning 
to put many of us into forced labor, and then planning to set up a 
dictatorship here. Some of the leftwing and intellectual morons think 
that it is smart to fight those who are exposing poate and apolo- 
gize for the Communist Party with statements like, “I am not a Com- 
munist, but”—and then go on to recite the Communist Party line. 

I wish sometime that some of these intellectual morons—and I am 
not here referring to intelligent intellectuals, who are good citizens, 
but those who do the Communist Party work—I wish they would have 
sat in some of the secret Communist meetings where their names would 
be referred to in such uncomplimentary terms as “horses’ necks,” 
“suckers,” and “dopes.” Because, Mr. Arens, non-Communists, 
whether they call themselves liberals, pinks, leftwingers, or whatever 
they call themselves—if they do the work of the Communist Party, 
the Communist Party is the first one to brand them for what they are, 
dopes. 

Senator Werker. May I interrupt, Counsel ? 

I take it, Mr. Cvetic, that your charge is not a blanket charge against 
all people who are innocently misled by the soft sounding, nice appear- 
ing, phrases in the Communist philosophy and in their ‘platform that 
they send out to the American people? 

Mr. Cveric. Senator, I certainly am not referring to anyone who 
innocently finds himself involved in some Communist activity with- 
out knowing the character of it. 

I am referring to those who, records have shown, have assiduously 
followed, over the years, the Communist Party program by support- 
ing it, by defending the Communist Party. 

In light of all the historical know ledge we have of the mass murders 
per petrated by the Communists, those who stand up and defend the 
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rights of the Communist Party, calling it a political party, or those 
who, in the light of all this evidence, will make such asinine state- 
ments as that “Communism is a religion with some people”—and, 
Senator, religion has always means to me a belief in God and good, 
and communism has nothing in common with that. And I am refer- 
ring to these people. Certainly if someone is misled into joining a 
eace program because he doesn’t know its nature or character, or is 
oats in a trade union not knowing that its base officers are Com- 
munist conspirators, and works for the program of the trade union, 
I am not referring to people like that. I am referring to those peo- 
ple who start out, “I am not a Communist, but I stand for the rights 
of Communists.” 

Mr. Arens. Was the Communist Party pretty careful in its selec- 
tion of officers for the Progressive Party 4 

Mr. Cveric. Very much so. 

Mr. Arens. Did it know pretty well what it was doing when it put 
the national ticket up for the American people to see 4 

Mr. Cveric. Well in advance, so that when it presented its resolu- 
tions to the resolutions committee at the national convention that year, 
they knew they were going to be supported. 

Senator Werker. You mean by that that all the resolutions pre- 
pared by the Communist Party and submitted to the Progressive Party 
platform were adopted ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir, to the best of my knowledge. I was there. 

Mr. Arens. Why did the Communist Party select Henry Wallace 
and Glen Taylor as their national candidates on the Progressive 
Party ticket ? 

Mr. Cveric. Because they were assured by both Mr. Wallace’s and 
Mr. Taylor’s statements that they would cooperate with the Commu- 
nist Party and that they would accept the support of the Communist 
Party if they ran for office. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Wallace and Mr. Taylor, prior to the time of 
their nomination, give evidence of their cooperation with the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. Some of the testimony I have here refers 
to times prior to their nomination. Others refers to times after their 
nomination. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Cvetic, at the early part of your testimony, 
and I think along near the middle of it, you testified under oath that 
you were not accusing Henry A. Wallace or ex-Senator Glen Taylor 
of being members of the Communist Party. Will you reiterate that 
statement at the conclusion of this hearing? 

Mr. Cveric. Senator, I hope that I have created here no impres- 
sion that I intend to convey that I had any knowledge that either 
Henry Wallace or Senator Taylor were, to my knowledge, members 
of the Communist Party. I testified here on the basis of my know]l- 
edge and to the best of my knowledge that both Henry Wallace and 
Senator Taylor when I knew them in 1947 and 1948 worked and 
cooperated with the Communist Party, and with their own statements, 
whic h I heard, they accepted the statements of the Communist Party, 
in their campaign for President and Vice P resident, respectively, and 
said that they would cooperate with the Communist Party. And I 
saw this carried out in resolutions prepared in Communist Party 
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oftices, which were read in Communist Party headquarters and were 
prese nted and accepted at the national convention of the Communist 
Party. 

Senator Werxer. Mr. Cvetic, I take it that in your work as an un- 
derground FBI agent to protect this country against the infection of 
an organization that seeks to destroy it, the Communist Party, you 
read diligently the articles that appet ared in the official org ran, the 
official newspaper, of the Communist Party, namely, the Daily Worker. 
And I will ask you if it is not a fact that in all the years when these 
gentlemen were running for their respective offices in the Progressive 
P arty, they were praised at great length and to the high heavens by 
the official organ of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Senator, not only by the Daily Worker but by all pub- 
lications of the American Communist Party plus all the publications 
of the Communist International, including the official organ of the 
Communist International, For a Lasting Peace, For a People’s Democ- 
racy. 

Senator Wetxer. And how about the People’s World? Are you 
familiar with that? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir, the People’s World is the west-coast version 
of the Daily Worker, and they, too, like all C Rereran publications, 
praised and supported Henry Wallace and Senator Taylor. 

Senator Wetxer. How about Communist-dominated union publi- 
cat ions ? : 

Mr. Cveric, Well, the same thing prevailed, Senator, in the Com- 
munist-controlled langu: age newspapers, in the Communist-controlled 
publications of the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers U nion, and the 
Communist-controlled United Electrical Workers. 

Mr. Arens. Was the Communist Party confident that if Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor had been elected, they would be tools of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. Or they would have never supported them 
for election. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, how important is it to the Communist Party 
to have non-Communists as political candidates, such as in the case 
of the Progressive Party and its candidates, Wallace and Taylor; or 
Communist sympathizers or dupes or parlor pinks? 

Mr. Cveric. From my impression gathered from within the frame- 
work of the Communist Party, the leadership of Henry Wallace and 
Glen Taylor in the Progressive Party and their cooperation with the 
Communist Party was considered so effective that their combined 
support was considered worth more than that of a hundred thousand 
trained Communist agents. 

I am referring to effectiveness. 

Mr. Arens, Now, can you substantiate your appraisal of that situa- 
tion, on the basis of your background and your experience in the tech- 
niques and objectives of ne Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. In January of 1948, Communist Party statis- 
ticians estimated that through this coalition party, the Progressive 
Party, they were able to count on up to 10 voitlion votes in the 1948 
national campaign. The Communist Party in and of themselves could 
not hope to muster that much voting strength. Of course, through 
some of the exposés of the Communist character of the Progressive 
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Party, this 10-million-vote total which they expected to get dwindled 
to somewhat over 1 million. But nevertheless, 1 want to point out that 
it was only the exposure of the Communist chi aracter of the Progres- 
sive Party which decimated this early estimate of the Communist 
statistic we 

May I add that a Communist-directed mass rally in the name of 
the Communist Party in the Pittsburgh district usu: ally would be able 
to turn out only four or five hundred people, and usually these were 
party members and sympathizers. However, under the leade rship of 
Henry Wallace and Senator Taylor, the Progressive Party, with 

virtu: ally the same issues involved, were able to turn out up to 8,000 
people. And at all times, I want to point out, the direction of this 
activity was operated right out of the oflice of the Communist Party 
in Pittsburgh. 

I want to mention that the reason this h: appe ned is that here you 
have two prominent citizens of the country giving respectability to a 
Communist cause. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, « on the basis of your background and ex- 
pe rience as an undercover agent for the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion in the heart of the Communist conspiracy, are you in a position 
to appraise whether or not the Wallace-Taylor campaign in any way 
served to the detriment of our Nation? 

Mr. Cvetic. It most certainly did. 

Mr. Arrns. Why? 

Mr. Cveric. Because it gave the Communist Party a sounding- 
board for their propaganda. It per! iitted the Communist Party to 
present their Communist Party line through resolutions which were 
adopted by the Progressive Party, which they could not hope to put 
forth in any other way to influence so many people. 

Mr. Arens. Now that the Communist Party has been outlawed by 
the recent enactment of the Congress, what is the strategy of the 
Communist Party in the political arena? : 

Mr. Cveric. Well, their present strategy is to infiltrate the two 
major political parties and to support candidates who would be 
favorable to the Communist Party and to their Communist Party line. 

May I further add this. I am reading here from a letter put out 
by the Progressive Party under date of June 14, 1948. I am taking 
this from page 2550 of my testimony before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, in February of 1950. 

Don't Just mail out commonsense to a list of people that you know are already 
for Wallace. It must get into the shops and neighborhoods. Call in the folks 
you can count on to work, give them each a supply, as many as they think they 
can handle, sit down and talk to them and make sure that they will put every 
single copy into the hands of somebody not already convinced to vote for Wallace 
and Taylor. We must reach the confused and undecided. Mr. Gibb tells me 
that Louis Adamic, Pulitzer prize author, is trying to persuade him to put out 
such a newspaper nationally to further the Progressive Party cause. 

I would like to point out two things in connection with that letter. 
One is that the formulation of this letter was made right in the Com- 
munist Party office, and, two, that the Louis Adamic referred to here, 
the Pulitzer prize author, was a pro-Soviet author who was found 
shot to death about 2 years ago. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, on the basis of your background and ex- 
perience as an undercover agent for the FBI in the Communist Party, 
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could you tell us what is and what has been the Communist Party 
line with regard to such patriotic organizations as the American 
Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and similar patriotic 
groups? 

Mr. Cveric. From my experience in the framework of the Com- 
munist Party, I, myself, from time to time, was directed by the Com- 
munist Party to get out mimeographed leaflets, pamphlets, and 
literature, denouncing these patriotic organizations with smear words, 
branding them as Fascist, un-American, and doing everything we 
could to avoid their effectiveness in the fight against communism. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Communist Party a political party, or is it a 
conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. The Communist Party is an integral part of the inter- 
national Communist conspiracy that is plotting the overthrow of the 
United States Government as presently constituted by force and vio- 
lence, plotting to set up a dictatorship under the Kremlin, and plan- 
ning to perpetuate itself in power for the use of forced labor and 
mass murder. 

Mr. Arens. What is the test that you would apply to ascertain 
whether or not any individual who has been part of this conspiracy 
or who has knowingly aided or cooperated with the consipracy has 
really broken from the conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Well, I think, frankly, we have right here before us a 
fine example of a man who, realizing his mistake, is cooperating with 
the Government 100 percent, and that is Mr. John Lautner, who, it is 
my pleasure to know, who, once finding out his mistake, has coop- 
erated, is helping to expose this conspiracy, and cooperates with the 
Government at every opportunity when called upon. And there are 
many more such instances as I related here. 

Senator Werxer. On behalf of Senator Jenner, the chairman of 
the full committee of the Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Judiciary Committee charged with the protection of the people of 
the United States against subversive organizations, and on behalf 
of the staff and every member of the Internal Security Subcommittee, 
I desire to thank you for your testimony. 

Call your next witness, 

Mr. Arens. Mr. John Lautner. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Lautner, will you raise your right hand? 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before the 
committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Laurner. I do. 

Senator Werxer. Will you give your name, your residence, and 
your occupation ¢ 
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Mr. Lautner. My name is John Lautner. My mailing address is 
the Department of Justice Building, room 3266, My occupation, con- 
sultant and expert witness for the Department of Justice. 

Senator Wetxer. You may proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lautner, are you now or have you ever been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Laurner. Yes, I was. I am not now. 
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Mr. Arens. Kindly tell us briefly the circumstances surrounding 
your membership in the Communist Party, the duration of that mem- 
bership, and the offices or posts you held in the party. 

Mr. Lautner. I joined the Communist Party in 1929 and held mem- 
bership in that party to January 1950, with the exception of the time 
I was in the Armed Forces during the war; approximately 20 years 
of membership. For 20 years I was a full-time functionary of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. And what posts did you hold in the party? 

Mr. Lautner. Various functions. I was section organizer of the 
Communist Party, district organizer of the Communist Party. 
Among others, I was the head of the New York State review com- 
mission of the Communist Party. I was a member of the national 
review commission of the Communist Party. I was secretary of a 
nationality group of the Communist Party, a member of the language 
department of the Communist Party, and of the nationality groups 
commission of the Communist Party. 

As far as being a district organizer, I was for 5 years a district 
organizer in the State of West Virginia. 

Mr. Arens. Now kindly tell us when you severed your relationship 
with the Communist Party, and under what circumstances. 

Mr. Lautner. In January 1950, I was expelled from the Commu- 
nist Party. The charges against me were that I protected Govern- 
ment agents in the ranks of the Communist Party, and upon further 
investigation I was found to be an enemy agent in the ranks of the 
Communist Party of long standing. 

Mr. Arens. Did you at any time of your own volition disassociate 
yourself from mg ommunist Party and Communist Party ideologies? 

Mr. Lautner. I did, after my expulsion. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give usa word about that, if you please. 

Mr. ae ner. Well, while in the Communist Party, toward the 
end of 1949 and the beginning of 1950, two attempts were made against 
my life. After expulsion, I came to the conclusion, after a lot of 
soul searching and reevaluating my whole activities, my life, and my 
associations, that I had made a bad mistake. I came to realize the 
insidious nature of the associations I was in, and I came to the con- 
clusion I would have to do something about it. 

I wrote to the Department of Justice saying that I was willing to 
give my unqualified cooperation to fight this conspiracy. 

Mr. Arens. And have you since that time cooperated with your 
Government in various judicial and administrative procedures in the 
fight against communism ¢ 

Mr. Lautner. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Give us just a word, if you please, about your activities 
in that respect. 

Mr. Lautner. Well, in the last 3 years, I was a Government expert 
witness in 9 Smith Act cases out of the 10 Smith Act cases that were 
prosecuted up to this point. 

Senator WeLKerR. Now, what do you mean by Smith Act cases? 

Mr. Laurner. A conspiracy charge against the Communist Party, 
in which the Communist Party leaders are indicted for the teaching 
and advocacy of the forceful and violent overthrow of the United 
States Government. 
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Senator Wetxer. Can you name us some of these cases? 

Mr. Lautner. These cases were in New York. In New York I was 
on the witness stand for 31 court days, of which 16 were under cross- 
examination by attorneys for the Communist Party leaders. 

Mr. Arens. What case was that? 

Mr. Lautner. The Flynn case. And then the Los Angeles case, the 
Schneiderman case. Then the Seattle case, the Huff case; the Hono- 
lulu Communist Party leadership there; the St. Louis case; the De- 
troit case; the Pittsburgh case; the B: altimore case. ‘These are some 
of the cases. 

Senator Werxer. At the Pittsburgh case, whom did you testify 
against ? 

“Mr. LAvuTNER. Steve Nelson, Bill Albertson, and others. 

Senator WeLker. And is it true that Steve Nelson was not his true 
name? 

Mr. Lautner. No; his real name is Steve Mesarosh. 

Senator WrLKEr. And was Steve Nelson one of the leading espio- 

nage agents and saboteurs of the Communist Party in the “United 
States dedicated to the overthrow of this Government by force and 
violence, and that he had been a member of the Lenin School, which 
taught Mr. Nelson manners and means of destroying this country 
by bombing, by poisoning, by killing, by ruining, or any other method 
possible ? 

Mr. Lautner. Steve Nelson was a Lenin School student. He was 
a member of the highest board, the national board, of the Communist 
Party. He was in Spain, where he held top rank among those who 
went from this country to fight in Spain, 

During the war he was in California as a party organizer working 
out of Oakland. He was the district organizer of the Communist 
Party in Pittsburgh. He was head of the nationality groups com- 
mission in 1936, and in parts of 1935. 

As to his activities, all I knew is what I read in the paper myself. 

Senator We.ker. You also read of his personal relations with the 
wife of Robert Oppenheimer, the one-time head of the Los Alamos 
project, in the development of the atomic bomb? 

Mr. Lautner. Yes; I read about that in U.S. News & World Report. 

Senator Werxer. In which Oppenheimer admitted that they had 
an affection intimate in nature, I believe. 

Mr. Lautner. They had a very close relationship. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us just a word about your activities in 
setting up, maintaining, and sustaining the Communist underground 
in this Nation ? 

Mr. Lautner. In 1948, we were in a conference with Bob Thompson, 
a member of the national committee of the Communist Party, who, 
in a report, raised the need and necessity for preparations to take the 
Communist Party, or sections of it, underground. His report was 
based on a national committee report by William Z. Foster, who came 
back from Europe in 1947, and, in consultation with international 
leaders of the Communist movement, gained their experiences, what 
happened to the Communist Parties ‘there, i in times when they were 
forced to go underground. 

And on the basis of those experiences and Foster’s report, Bob 
Thompson said that in New York we would have to take approxi- 
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mately 10 percent of the party membership underground, which was 
around three-thousand-and-some-hundred members in New York out 
of a membership of 30,000. 

The qualifications or the requirements of integration into this under- 
ground structure, was (1) absolute loyalty and devotion to the Com- 
munist Party and its leadership; (2) working in mass organizations 
and trade unions, where they would have a lot of elbow room where 
they could function; and such an underground was built in 1948 and 
1949 and perfected later on. 

Mr. Arens. You were part of the apparatus that set this up? 

Mr. Lautner. Yes, that is right; with all sorts of auxiliary needs 
of the underground, such as printing, and security measures, and 
cover and concealment of party leaders, working out all kinds of 
plans, and soliciting hiding plices, personal documents of this sort, 
in order to make it possible for this underground party, as Bob Thomp- 
son said, to function under any and all conditions. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Lautner, you are appearing today before a 
task force of the Internal Security Subcommittee, which task force is 
under the chairmanship of the Senator from Idaho, Mr. Welker, and 
which task force is dedicated to a continuing surveillance over the 
area of Communist propaganda. 

We are inviting your attention now to that general subject matter. 
I should like to ask you a series of questions. 

First, what are the political objective of the Communist Party in the 
United States? 

Mr. Lautner. Well, the political objectives of the Communist Party 
in the United States are the fulfillment of a basic aim, a basic ob- 
jective, of the Communist Party, and that is to capture power and 
realize the setting up of a dictatorship of the proletariat. Now, this 
basic aim is predicated on two conditions, an objective and a subjective 
condition. The first is to bring about, to realize, a situation, whether 
it is a war or a mass unemployment or a mass dissatisfaction with the 
existing conditions, and parallel with that to build an effective Com- 
munist Party that will have a decisive influence among the key sec- 
tions, the decisive sections, of the working class in the basic industries, 
and in addition to that will have as allies the Negro people, certain 
strata of the middle classes, and large sections of the farming 
population. 

When these two conditions are there, the Communist Party will 
carry out its plans for the overthrow of the existing system and its 
Government. 

Senator We_ker. By what manner? 

Mr. Lautner. By force and violence; no peaceful manner. 

Mr. Arens. What are the devices which are used by the Communist 
Party in order to obtain these objectives ? ; 

Mr. Laurner. Various devices; in the political field, in the economic 
field, in all phases of human relationship that try to widen their in- 
fluence among the various strata of the population. First on certain 
limited issues, and then on larger issues, and particularly in the politi- 
cal field the longtime effort of the Communist Party to build a new 
coalition as a political force against the two party system in this 
country. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, do you have information respecting the efforts of 
the Communist Party to build this political coalition, or to further 
its objectives in the political arena ? 

Mr. Lautner. Yes. Such efforts were, in the early days, in the 
1920's, the Farmer-Labor Party. Later on, during the unemployment 
days, the effort to build a farmer-labor coalition again. During the 
war, it was not expedient to force this issue, but right after the war, 
the party, in order to break out from its isolation, from its narrow 
sectarian confines, again made an effort to build that kind of a coali- 
tion, and the effort of the party did crystallize in 1948 in the Pro- 
gressive Party of the United States. 

Prior to this national effort, there were various coalition movements 
throughout the country, like in Minnesota and elsewhere, around issues 
that the Communist Party pushed in the political arena. In New 
York, the American Labor Party was such an organization that was 
dominated by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. What is your information which led you to assert, a 
few moments ago, that the Progressive Party was under the domina- 
tion and control of the Communists ? 

Mr. Lavurner. Discussions in Communist Party leadership meet- 
ings, functionaries’ meetings, in 1946, 1947, and 1948. In fact, the 
need for such a coalition in 1948 was a very hasty need, because of 
the international situation. There was a need for a force that would 
crystallize against the foreign policies of the United States at that 
time, which foreign policy tried to [sic] build an anti-Communist 
coalition in Europe and in Minor Asia and in the Far East. 

So this Progressive Party threw these issues in a much broader field, 
in a much broader arena, and these issues were very close to the heart 
of the Communist Party for quite some time. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience, can 
you tell this subcommittee what service the Progressive Party ren- 
dered the Communist cause ? 

Mr. Lautner. The Progressive Party rendered a great service to 
the Communist Party and its cause by trying to divide national unity 
in this country against the Communist menace. 

Mr. Arens. How successful was the Progressive Party in accom- 
plishing that objective, even though it was defeated numerically at 
the polls? 

Mr. Laurner. It was quite successful, because it confused a large 
segment of the American population; however, due to the sane and 
rightful position of the leadership of the American labor movement, 
both A. F. of L. and ClO, this effort through the Progressive Party 
was somewhat frustrated. Because no bona fide labor organization 
supported the Progressive Party; only those unions that were con- 
trolled by the Communist Party, like the furriers’ union, the mine, 
mill, and smelter workers, and others, the electrical union. Even 
some party-controlled union leaders broke in time with the policies 
and campaign plans of the Progressive Party, like Mike Quill. 

I remember in 1948, when Wallace was campaigning for the Pro- 
gressive Party in New York, Mike Quill was sitting on the platform. 
But by the time the election came around, he was fighting the Pro- 
gressive Party. 
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Mr. Arens. Upon what basis did the Communist Party select the 
candidates to run on the Progressive Party ticket? 

Mr. Lavurner. To get the type of candidates who would make it 
possible for the party to reach its widest possible reach to the masses 
and carry out the program, the election platform, of the Progressive 
Party, with which the Communist Party was in full agreement, and 
which election platform was a long-realized dream of the Communist 
Party as far as a third-party movement was concerned. 

Mr. Arens. Could any of the principal candidates of the Progres- 
sive Party have been actively identified with the Progressive Party 
without having been cognizant of the Communist penetration and 
control of the Progressive Party ¢ 

Mr. Laurner. I don’t think so. Particularly in New York, where 
I resided at that time, all the offices in all the congressional districts 
were staffed by Communist Party members working in the election 
campaign. 

Mr. Arens. Were these all Communist Party members? 

Mr. Laurner. Of course. There were directives in the Communist 
Party that all party leaders and membership put in all efforts to bring 
this campaign toa success in the State of New York. 

Senator Werixer. How about the national ticket of the Progressive 
Party? 

Mr. Lavrner. Well, also in the national office of the Progressive 
Party there were quite a number of known Communists that I know 
were there. 

Mr. Arens. Are you in a position, on the basis of your background 
and experience, to appraise the extent to which the national candidates 
on the Progressive Party ticket, the two principal candidates being 
Wallace and ‘Taylor, actually served the interests of the Kremlin? 

Mr. Laurner. Well, as I am sitting here, I am positive that both 
national candidates knew that they were fostering and advancing 
the cause of the Communist Party in this country. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent were they successful in the strategy 
and tactics of the Communists affecting public opinion and dividing 
the Nation and serving the Communist cause ? 

Mr. Laurner. Well, that is very difficult for me to measure, but 
the fact is that 900 some odd thousand did vote for the Progressive 
Party ticket throughout the country. You can add to that an equal 
number of elements that were for the Progressive Party who, for 
one reason or another, didn’t vote. It enabled the Communist Party 
to reach into ranks, into sections, of the American population into 
which they could never have reached before, and it opened up all 
kinds of new possibilities for the Communist Party throughout the 
country and enabled the party to carry on a Communist ideological 
campaign in the labor movement, in the trade-union movement. In 
other words, the 1948 election campaign made it possible for the party 
to break out from its narrow isolation in which it was in the political 
field prior to then. 

In addition to that, because of this it was not necessary for the Com- 
munist Party to put forth its own national candidates. Wallace and 
Taylor served that very same purpose for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Now that the Communist Party has by this Congress 
been outlawed insofar as listing candidates for election is concerned 
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for the national ticket, what is the strategy technique of the Com- 
munist Party in furthering its objectives in the political arena ! 

Mr. Laurner. The main strategy of the party is to infiltrate the 
Democratic Party and to carry out its work in the political arena 
through the Democratic Party. 

Mr. Arens. How does it do that insofar as it would support or 
not support particular candidates ¢ 

Mr. Lavurner. It will support all candidates, irrespective of what 
party they are in, around the slogan of: “In this political campaign 
the main issue is McCarthyism and the struggle against McCar- 
thyism.” 

So that this infiltration on the part of the Communist Party in the 
Democratic Party is symbolized in the struggle of those who are vocal 
and articulate and open in the fight against communism in this 
country. 

Mr. Arens. What test may the elector use in determining whether 
or not a particular candidate is a protege of the Communist Party or 
the Communist forces ? 

Mr. Laurner. Well, the first determining factor is what support 
this candidate gets from Communist Party and Communist Party in- 
fluenced forces, such as Communist Party unions like mine, mill, and 
smelter, the UE, and other types of unions that have a lot of Com- 
munist Party functionaries in their leadership. 

Mr. Arens. Let me ask you a question right there: Would the 
Mine, Mill, and Smelter Union or the United Electrical Union or any 
of the Communist fronts support a candidate for public office unless 
they received a directive to that effect from the Communist Party 
headquarters ? 

Mr. Laurner. It is not whether they received directives or not. 
The main thing is whether they have guaranties that this candidate 
is a safe candidate for their purposes. 

Senator WeLker. Now, let me ask you this, Mr. Lautner. You do 
not want to include all the members of those unions, because, in my 
opinion, hundreds of thousands of the members of those unions are 
loyal Americans. I take it that you want to dedicate your remarks 
to the leadership of the union. 

Mr. Lautner. Definitely not the membership. The membership, 
I think, in any union, is a loyal, law-abiding, patriotic membership. 

However, in some of these unions that were expelled from the C1O, 
and rightfully so, they were expelled because their leadership is Com- 
munist, and this Communist leadership in these unions carried out 
the policies of the Communist Party. And in due course the mem- 
bership will see to it that these leaders will be eliminated. It will 
take time. And I make a distinction between the membership and the 
leadership of these unions. 

Mr. Arens. I believe you had another response to make in response 
to the question as to what criteria could be used in determining whether 
or not a particular candidate was subject to Communist discipline. 

Mr. Lautner. That is correct. Also one’s position toward the 
Soviet Union—and that has to be a clear position—determines whether 
one is an honest candidate. For instance, this peace campaign that 
the Soviet Union has been driving for in the last few years. One had 
to take a position on that, and very clearly so, A peace position for 
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what? For whose benefit? To further the expansionist program of 
the Soviet Union and the Communist forces. What positions did 
certain candidates take on these international issues? Whether these 
positions were vocal and articul: ite, or just byplay. These are also 
very important factors in one’s evaluation as a candidate, 

Mr. ARENS. Now, Mr. Lautner, on the basis of your background and 
experience, can you tell this sube -ommittee what is a safe st: andard by 
which to determine whether or not a person who has once been caught 
in the Communist network, wittingly or unwittingly, has made a bona 
fide break with the Communist Party and the Communist apparatus? 

Mr. Lautner. Well, I have a very clear-cut position on that, based 
on my own experiences, and a very simple test. I think one should 
do the same as I did. 

You just take your heart out and put it on the table and wash it out 
with a rubber hose and make it clean and try to live as a respectable 
person from then on. 

Mr. Arens. And supply information to congressional committees 
with reference to the people who have been in the apparatus? 

Mr. Laurner. Yes; I mean to do everything possible in order really 
to wipe out this danger, which is the real danger in the world situation 
against the very existence of the United States. I think any person 
who had at any time any connection, any relationship, with the Com- 
munist movement, if he doesn’t do that—which I think is the least 
one must do—I take that person with a grain of salt. 

Mr. Arens. Would that go for people who have been opportunists, 
have been involved in a Communist front or such an organization as 
the Progressive Party for such reasons? 

Mr. Lautner. I say that as to anyone who had any such relation- 
ship, regardless of whether that person was an opportunist, whether 
that relationship was something to seek some personal gains by—it 
was a relationship, and that person owes something to ‘his country 
from then on. 

Mr. Arens. How could this committee and the American people 
know whether or not any individual candidate for public office who 
had been closely enmeshed in the Communist apparatus had actually 
broken with that apparatus, had a change of heart, was determined 
to serve the patriotic interests of his country ? 

Mr. Lautner. Well, it is a very simple matter. I would make an 
appeal to some of these elements, where I have reasons to believe that 
they honestly broke with this type of association, to come forward 
and give the benefit of their knowledge and experience to a congres- 
sional committee and help the congressional committee to really evalu- 
ate the real damage that this movement has done, and, with the aid 
of these people, to pinpoint those that are really responsible or really 
guilty of association and carrying out certain aspects of Commie 
policy. 

Mr. Arens. Could you expect this person to come in a sense of self- 
justification, or should he be expected to come in a sense of service 
to his Nation by exposing others who had previously likewise been 
entrapped ? 

Mr. Lautner. I think it would be a real service to their country if 
they would do that. But here, also, I think there is one factor. A lot 
of them would do it, but there is one factor that keeps them away. 
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They are in a very calculated way branded as informers and stool 
pigeons by this very sinister force. 

Now, I would like to call to the attention of this committee who are 
the real stool pigeons and the real informers. I would call a real 
stool pigeon and informer one who would try to doublecross a just 
cause—a just and noble cause. This conspiracy is anything but Just 
or noble. In fact, the members of this conspiracy, from branch level 
up, all the way to the national committee, are nothing but informers, 
spies, and stool pigeons for a foreign power against the interests of 
their own country and their own Nation. The stool pigeoning begins 
when the branch member comes back to his branch and discusses with 
other branch members affairs that transpire in the union local that 
these other members have no business to know, where they discuss 
problems of the individual party members, and this accumulated infor- 
mation comes all the way up to the national committee, and national 
committee members, in the way of reports and writings, make all this 
information available to the Soviet Union and to the Communist 
worldwide movement. 

The reports of John Williamson, the reports of Gene Dennis, the 
reports of Gus Hall, in the Communist information bureau official 
bulletin, For & Lasting Peace and-For a People’s Democracy—these 
reports are the crystallization of all that collected information that 
is going on to the Communst conspiracy in this country. Who are 
the stool pigeons? Who are the informers? 

Senator Wetker. Before you proceed further, may I ask you, Mr. 
Lautner, were you begged or invited to sever your rel: ationship with 
the Communist Party, or did you do it as an American, knowing that 
you had cone wrong and that you wanted to truly repent and volun- 
teer your services to your country to make up for that which you had 
done to help hurt and destroy our country ? 

Mr. Laurner. I was not invited by anybody, because I shied away 
from anything and everybody after I was expelled. I, myself, wrote 
to the Department of Justice, to J. Edgar Hoover, and offered my 
knowledge and nn alified support and work to seek out and ferret out 
and rout out this Communist conspiracy. 

Senator Werxer. Mr. Lautner, can you tell the committee whether 
or not you know of your ewn knowledge of any financial support 
given to the Progressive Party by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lautner. “Yes, I know of one instance where I was called 
up by William Norman, the executive secretary of the New York 
State organization of the Communist Party, to get hold of Bernard 
Chester one Saturday morning; that “he needs $15,000 immediately 
for Marcantonio,” who was one of the nationz] leaders of the Progres- 
sive Party. And I did go, and got hold of Bernard Chester, and that 
money was made available for Marcantonio that day. 

In addition to that, the whole party in New York City made all its 
resources available for the Progressive Party campaign in 1948. 

Senator Werker. That is, from the local level as well as the na- 
tional level? 

Mr. Lautner. That is right. 

Senutor Wetxer. Now, Mr. Lautner, you realize that you have been 
te+tifying before a congressional committee under oath, and you real- 
ize that if any statement you have made here under oath is proven 
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to be false, the chairman will do his best to see that you suffer as a 
result of any perjury whatsoever committed here, 

Mr. Lautner. I fully realize that. 

Senator Wetxer. And I further ask you this: you are not at this 
time, nor have you ever, accused any of the candidates in the 1948 
campaign of the Progressive Party of being outright dedicated Com- 
munists ? 

Mr. Lautner. I don’t know. I don’t think so. To my personal 
knowledge, I have no knowledge whether they were dedicated Com- 
munists. But of my own personal knowledge, I do know that they 
furthered with their participation in the Progressive Party, as top 
candidates, the cause of the Communist Party in this country. That I 
do know. 

Senator We_xer. The meeting will recess until further call of the 
Chair, and we will proceed with the investigation of Communist 
propaganda in this and in other fields. 

On behalf of Chairman Jenner. the chairman of the full committee, 
and the entire membership of the Internal Security Committee, this 
task force and every member of its staff wish to express to you our 
thanks for coming before it. 

(Whereupon, at 2:30 p. m., the meeting was recess@d to the call of 
the Chair.) 
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